The account of the introduction of a monarchy into Israel under Saul contained in I Sam. viii was ascribed by J. WELLHAUSEN 1) This ambivalent attitude is markedly reflected in 1 Sam. viii, which is the primary concern of the present study. It contains in vv. 11-17 a list of the "ways" of the king which presents him as a feudal tyrant, oppressive in the demands which he imposes upon his people, and whose behaviour will be such as to cause the people to groan under the impositions of his rule. This sketch of a royal tyrant contains some of the sharpest and most incisive criticisms of the institution of kingship which are to be found in the Old Testament. Jer. xxii 13-17. The major difficulty and cause of tension in the chapter is that the list of the ways of the king presents him in so extremely unfavourable a light that it is surprising to find that subsequently the Deuteronomists are prepared to affirm that Yahweh is willing to yield to Israel's
